E126

Guam’s culture, language, and history, and
Nihi Ta Hasso (Let Us Remember) which cen-
tered on the occupation and liberation of
Guam during World War Il, and was later pub-
lished as a book. He is also the author of
Bisita Guam: A Special Place in the Sun,
which is an important resource in Guam’s
schools.

| join the people of Guam in honoring the
memory of Congressman Ben Blaz and com-
memorating his many contributions to our is-
land and our nation. | extend my sincere con-
dolences to the entire Blaz family. While Gen-
eral Blaz is no longer with us, his legacy of
selfless service and patriotism inspires our
young men and women in the military and
throughout our island.

———

A REPORT ON THE G8 DEMENTIA
SUMMIT

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2014

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, on
December 11, the G8 convened a dementia
summit in London to examine and presumably
harmonize the various national action plans on
the growing international crisis of Alzheimer's
and other forms of dementia. The outcome ap-
pears to indicate a coalescing around the U.S.
plan to make significant headway on address-
ing dementia by 2025, which would have sig-
nificant implications globally, particularly in low
and middle-income countries where increasing
aging populations and numbers of people with
dementia strain limited resources.

On January 4, 2011, President Obama
signed into law the National Alzheimer's
Project Act (NAPA), requiring the Secretary of
the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) to establish the National Alz-
heimer's Project. Among other provisions of
that law, the administration was mandated to:
create and maintain an integrated national
plan to overcome Alzheimer’s disease; coordi-
nate Alzheimer's disease research and serv-
ices across all federal agencies; accelerate
the development of treatments that would pre-
vent, halt, or reverse the course of Alzheimer’s
disease; improve early diagnosis and coordi-
nation of care and treatment of Alzheimer’s
disease; improve outcomes for ethnic and ra-
cial minority populations that are at higher risk
for Alzheimer's disease; and coordinate with
international bodies to fight Alzheimer’s glob-
ally.

That congressionally-mandated plan appar-
ently found favor with the G8, which endorsed
that plan as being comprehensive and for-
ward-looking. But even before the summit, the
U.S. national plan on Alzheimer’s led nearly a
dozen other nations to adopt their own na-
tional strategies.

According to the testimony at this sub-
committee’s November 21, 2013 pre-summit
hearing, this comprehensive approach is vital
to meeting what is a looming global health cri-
sis.

The World Health Organization and Alz-
heimer’s Disease International 2012 Dementia
Report estimates that there were 35.6 million
people with dementia, including Alzheimer’s
disease, worldwide in 2010. This number is
projected to nearly double every 20 years, in-
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creasing to 65.7 million in 2030 and 115.4 mil-
lion in 2050.

The global cost of this condition totaled
$604 billion in 2010, according to the Alz-
heimer’'s Disease International. To put this fig-
ure in context, Alzheimer's cost would equal
the Gross Domestic Product of the 18th-place
country in the world ranked by GDP.

While the other G8 countries may pledge
funding to address Alzheimer's and other
forms of dementia in the developing world, we
are facing an impending global health crisis
over Alzheimer’'s and other forms of dementia.
The FY2014 federal budget request for U.S.-
funded global health programs was $8.3 bil-
lion. The focus is on achieving an AIDS-free
generation and ending preventable child and
maternal deaths through the Administration’s
Global Health Initiative. Under this budget,
maternal and child health would receive $680
million, malaria program would receive $670
million, tuberculosis programs would receive
$191 million, neglected tropical disease pro-
grams would receive $85 million and pan-
demic influenza and other emerging threats
programs would receive $47 million.

WHO estimates that more than half of glob-
al dementia cases are in low- and middle-in-
come countries (LMIC) where cases are pro-
jected to grow. Across Asia, Latin America
and Africa, these developing countries are ex-
pected to see the most rapid growth in de-
mentia cases over the next several decades.
In 2010, roughly 53% of dementia cases were
in low- and middle-income countries. By 2050,
WHO expects 70% of all cases to be found in
such countries. So how will this impact our for-
eign aid portfolio, especially as regards global
health?

We need to better understand the level of
international cooperation our government can
expect in the search for early detection tech-
niques, prevention and treatment of Alz-
heimer's and other forms of dementia. There
has been collaboration among scientists
across borders on HIV/AIDS, but how much
can we expect on the various forms of demen-
tia? Many countries in the developing world
don’t even have surveillance adequate to pro-
vide reliable statistics on the incidence of Alz-
heimer's and other forms of dementia. Given
the negative impact of the brain drain, they
may not be able to be the active, effective
partners we need them to be in this area.
However, without their help, it will be difficult
to even formulate programs to help such na-
tions cope with this growing health threat.

These are questions we addressed at a re-
cent hearing. The administration was unable
to participate in my subcommittee’s November
21, 2013 hearing on the subject, but we re-
cently had the head of the National Institute
on Aging to provide the administration’s view
on what the summit produced. We were also
joined by two representatives from the NGO
community who participated in the London
summit to give us a private sector view of
those proceedings.

We will need more than rhetoric to deal with
this crisis. As more of us live longer world-
wide, the threat of developing Alzheimer's or
some other form of dementia grows exponen-
tially. We cannot afford to have a robust do-
mestic program to fight this condition and find
that our international efforts are undermined
by the failure of other donors to play their
proper role in this effort.
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CELEBRATING MR. GARY FLOSI

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2014

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to recognize Mr. Gary Flosi on his recent
retirement from the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife. Mr. Flosi’s dedication to the
North Coast’s fisheries and watersheds has
been a tremendous service to the state.

Mr. Flosi began his career as a wildland
firefighter with the California Ecology Corps in
October 1975, then moved on to work with the
California Conservation Corps. When he
joined Fish and Wildlife, he helped develop
the fisheries technician program with the CCC
and led the state’s peer review committee for
Fish and Wildlife’s Fisheries Restoration
Grants Program. Mr. Flosi co-founded the
AmeriCorps Watershed Stewards Project and
has served on its Advisory Committee for 20
years.

Through 4-H and FFA, the CCC and
AmeriCorps, Mr. Flosi has passed on his un-
derstanding of the importance of fisheries to
many who follow in his footsteps. His example
will continue to inspire those who wish to re-
store the environment and fisheries that are so
vital to California.

Please join me in expressing deep apprecia-
tion to Mr. Gary Flosi for his long and impres-
sive career, and his exceptional record of
service.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2014

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, on Rollcall
#25 for H.R. 3008, | am not recorded because
| was absent. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea.”

———

ON THE OCCASION OF THE ONE
HUNDRED AND SIXTH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE ALPHA
KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC.

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2014

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to welcome the Metro Detroit and
Ann Arbor Chapters of the Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. to Michigan’s Fourteenth Con-
gressional District, as they gather to celebrate
their One-hundred-and-sixth Anniversary.

Founded in 1908, the Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority (AKA) was the product of a small and
dedicated group of African-American college
students from Howard University who sought
to make the college experience as meaningful
as possible for themselves and the genera-
tions of young women that followed them. To-
gether, this group of pioneers created our na-
tion’s first historically African-American sorority
and set out upon a journey to promote and
encourage high scholastic achievement,
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strong ethical standards, improved friendship
among college women, as well as to identify
and develop solutions to issues that prevented
young women from accessing higher edu-
cation. With the motto of “Service to All Man-
kind,” the sorority quickly took root in cam-
puses and communities across the United
States.

In the early years following its inception, the
members of AKA engaged in endeavors that
both assisted with access to and maximizing
of the higher education experience for women
of color. By the time AKA celebrated its Twen-
ty-fifth Anniversary in 1933, the sorority had
grown into a national organization with over
500 members in 104 chapters from across the
United States. Among AKA'’s first achieve-
ments were the creation of a $2000 scholar-
ship to increase the ability of talented young
women to financially afford college and an en-
gagement with the NAACP to remove social
barriers that prevented equal access to col-
lege education.

As the decades passed, AKA continued to
expand both its membership and the scope of
its community programs. In support of their so-
rority’s mission to make higher education more
accessible, the members of AKA took frontline
roles in the Civil Rights movement and the
President Johnson’s War on Poverty. In addi-
tion to its Emerging Young Leader Initiatives,
which provides middle school aged girls with
leadership development and enhanced aca-
demic opportunities, AKA and its members
began to tackle issues of community health,
poverty and environmental justice. To support
healthier communities, AKA started an asthma
prevention program to help families identify
and treat childhood asthma before it impacts
the educational experience. In fulfilment of
AKA’s mission, its members undertook the
creation of programs to empower their com-
munities with information on the impact of en-
vironmental issues affecting them, setup
health care forums targeted to women’s issues
and continue to partner with international lead-
ers like UNESCO to end hunger and poverty
across the globe.

Today, the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
is a thriving global organization with over
200,000 members worldwide across hundreds
of chapters and has affected the future of
thousands of young women. AKA’s members
have been part of key social movements that
have seen our nation and the world move
closer to equality on all fronts. | thank the
members of the Metro Detroit and Ann Arbor
Chapters of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc. for their tireless dedication and service to
Greater Detroit region and congratulate them
on celebrating another great milestone in their
history. | am proud to represent so many
strong and talented Alpha Kappa Alpha
women and | wish them well in their future en-
deavors as they continue making a remark-
able impact on communities around the world.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MONSIGNOR
THOMAS BANICK FOR 50 YEARS
OF COMMUNITY SERVICE AS A
CATHOLIC PRIEST

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 28, 2014

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, today |
rise to honor Monsignor Thomas Banick, who
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after 50 years of service to the Catholic
Church and his community, is retiring. Mon-
signor Banick was ordained by Archbishop
Martin J. O’Connor on December 18, 1963, in
the Church of St. Ignatius in Rome. A day
later, he celebrated his First Mass at the Altar
of the Chair in St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vati-
can. In 1964, he was awarded the Degree of
Licentiate in Sacred Theology by the Pontifical
Gregorian University in Rome. Shortly there-
after, Father Banick returned to the United
States and celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving
at Holy Family Church.

Monsignor Banick was first assigned to Holy
Ghost Church in Olyphant as an assistant
pastor, where he took up residence after serv-
ing as an interim assistant pastor for the sum-
mer of 1964 at St. Mary of Mount Carmel
Church in Dunmore. In 1967, he was trans-
ferred to Gate of Heaven Parish, where he
served as assistant pastor until September
1969. From then until 1978, Father Banick
held the position of Professor of Theology, Di-
rector of Spiritual Life, and Director of Music at
St. Pius X Seminary in Dalton. During this
time, he also served as Lecturer in Religious
Studies and Theology at the University of
Scranton, Lecturer in Liturgical Music at
Marywood College, Chairperson of the Music
Commission of the Diocese of Scranton, and
Director of Music at St. Peter’'s Cathedral. Fa-
ther Banick engaged in further studies at Ford-
ham University and Woodstock College in
New York, the University of San Francisco,
and the University of St. Thomas Aquinas in
Rome, where he was awarded a Doctorate in
Sacred Theology in 1973.

In 1976, he took up residence at Marywood
College and was appointed the first Director of
the Office for Continuing Education of Priests
by Bishop J. Carroll McCormick, the sixth
Bishop of Scranton. In September 1976, at the
request of the Board of Bishops of the North
American College, Bishop McCormick re-
leased Father Banick for service to the Col-
lege as Director of the Advising Program and
Director of Music. A year later, he was named
Vice Rector of the College, a position he held
until 1985. While in Rome, he was also Assist-
ant Professor of Theology at the Pontifical
Gregorian University of St. Thomas Aquinas.
Before leaving Rome to return to the Diocese,
he was named a Prelate of Honor by Pope
John Paul Il, on May 28, 1985.

After returning to Pennsylvania, Monsignor
Banick was appointed to his first pastorate at
St. Mary’s by Bishop James C. Timlin on Sep-
tember 4, 1985. Since then, Monsignor Banick
served faithfully as Pastor of St. Mary’s
Church of the Immaculate Conception in
Wilkes-Bane for 28 years. Soon after becom-
ing pastor, he established a Pastoral Team to
assist him in the pastoral leadership of the
large downtown church and in the ongoing
ecclesial renewal inaugurated by the Second
Vatican Council. St. Mary’s Parish Center,
constructed in 1995 to mark the 150th anni-
versary of St. Mary’s founding, provided much
needed space for parish ministries and activi-
ties, including a Religious Education (CCD)
Center, a Music Center and a Reception Hall.

During his pastorate, Monsignor Banick
served on the Presbyterian Council of the Dio-
cese of Scranton. He also held membership in
ecumenical, inter-faith, and community groups,
including the Catholic Youth Center of Wyo-
ming Valley, the Wyoming Valley Council of
Churches, the Inter-faith Council of Wyoming
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Valley, the Children’s Service Center of Wyo-
ming Valley, and the Inter-faith Resource Cen-
ter for Peace and Justice. Monsignor Banick
was Chairperson of the Mayor’'s Task Force
on Alcohol and Drugs in Wilkes-Barre, and
was Vice-President of VISION (Volunteers in
Service in Our Neighborhoods) which oper-
ated the shelter for homeless in the Wilkes-
Barre area. He also served on the Administra-
tive Board of the Pennsylvania Catholic Con-
ference, the National Association of Pastoral
Musicians, and the Catholic Theological Soci-
ety of America, and the Board of Directors of
the United Way of Wyoming Valley. He also
presided over the Board of Directors of the
King’s College/St. Mary’s Early Childhood
Learning Center, located at St. Mary’s, which
he founded in 1995 with Father James
Lackenmeir, CSC, President of King’s College.

Recently, Monsignor Banick also became
pastor of St. Joseph’s Slovak Church and St.
Therese Church when the reorganization plan
of the Diocese of Scranton consolidated them
into St. Mary’s Church to form Our Lady of
Fatima Parish on June 27, 2011.

Today, | am proud to honor Monsignor
Banick for a lifetime of devotion to improving
his community, serving the Church he loves
through priesthood, and positively touching the
lives of countless citizens of Northeast Penn-
sylvania.

———

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT E. “BOB”
MAGEE

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2014

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication and contributions to the community
are exceptional. Lake Elsinore has been fortu-
nate to have dynamic and dedicated commu-
nity leaders who willingly and unselfishly give
their time and talent and make their commu-
nities a better place to live and work. Robert
E. “Bob” Magee is one of these individuals.
On January 25, 2014, Bob will be honored as
the 2013 “dohn Packman Award” recipient at
the Lake Elsinore Chamber of Commerce In-
stallation and Awards Gala.

Each year, the Lake Elsinore Chamber of
Commerce awards one individual the John
Packman Award. This individual is selected
based on the criteria that they have given the
highest level of service to his or her commu-
nity in the past year. After evaluating all that
Bob has done for our community, it became
clear how worthy he is of this honor.

Bob was born and raised in the thriving city
of Sacramento, California, to Ed and Lynn
Magee as one of four children. Bob went on
to graduate high school after his family moved
to the sunny Southern California city of San
Diego and later attended San Diego State Uni-
versity (SDSU), where he earned his degree
in Public Administration with an Emphasis in
City Planning. Bob’s thriving career began
when he interned for Assemblyman Larry
Stirling’s 77th District Office and later with the
Planning Department of the City of Santee
during his years at SDSU. Following these ex-
periences, Bob’s passion for public service ig-
nited. His first job out of college led him to fol-
low this passion to Lake Elsinore, where he
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